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Over 115 Healthcare Organizations Join to Protect our Nation’s Hearing-Impaired Seniors 


Ear, Nose, Throat, Head and Neck (ENT) Surgeons Lead Effort to Oppose Harmful Legislation





Alexandria, Va. – On June 30, 2011, the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery (AAO-HNS) and 115 healthcare organizations sent a �HYPERLINK "http://www.entnet.org/Practice/members/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&PageID=115834"�letter� to Congress urging legislators to oppose recently-introduced legislation (H.R. 2140) that threatens the hearing health and safety of our nation’s Medicare patients.





As written, H.R. 2140 would inappropriately provide audiologists with unlimited direct access to Medicare patients without a physician referral. Bypassing a physician evaluation and referral can lead to a misdiagnosis and inappropriate treatment that could cause lasting, and expensive, harm to patients. 





H.R. 2140 represents a recycled legislative effort that fails to include important patient safety concerns repeatedly put forth by the AAO-HNS. 





“A physician-led hearing healthcare team with coordination of services is the best approach for providing the highest quality care to patients,” stated AAO-HNS Executive Vice President David R. Nielsen, MD. “While audiologists are valued health professionals who work for and with physicians, they do not possess the medical training necessary to perform the same duties as physicians.” 





In a 2007 report on the audiology direct access issue, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) declared that referrals from physicians are the “key means by which the Medicare program assures that beneficiaries are receiving medically necessary services, and avoids potential payment for asymptomatic screening tests that are not covered by Medicare ….” 





Given the current budget crisis, lawmakers must be critical of claims that H.R. 2140 will benefit patient access to care while, in fact, it would increase Medicare spending and jeopardize the safety of hearing-impaired Americans. 





For more information regarding audiology direct access or other AAO-HNS federal legislative priorities, contact �HYPERLINK "mailto:legfederal@entnet.org"�legfederal@entnet.org�.











About the AAO-HNS�The American Academy of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery (www.entnet.org), one of the oldest medical associations in the nation, represents nearly 12,000 physicians and allied health professionals who specialize in the diagnosis and treatment of disorders of the ears, nose, throat, and related structures of the head and neck. The Academy serves its members by facilitating the advancement of the science and art of medicine related to otolaryngology and by representing the specialty in governmental and socioeconomic issues. The organization’s vision: “Empowering otolaryngologist-head and neck surgeons to deliver the best patient care.”
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