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AAO-HNSF ACCME Accreditation 2011-2015

The American Academy of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery Foundation (AAO-HNSF) has been awarded accreditation from the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME). This accreditation status is for a four-year term ending in July 2015. The Foundation has been an ACCME accredited provider since 1981. 

“This accreditation is critical to the implementation of the Foundation’s mission to empower otolaryngologist-head and neck surgeons to deliver the best patient care,” said David Nielsen, MD, executive Vice President and CEO of the Academy. Through this accreditation, the Foundation is able to offer accredited continuing medical education (CME) and provide the American Medical Association Physicians Recognition Award (AMA PRA) credit to physicians.
Accredited CME is an essential component of the Foundation’s education program. ACCME accreditation is a mark of quality “CME” activities that are planned, implemented and evaluated by accredited providers in accordance with ACCME’s Essential Areas and Elements and Accreditation Policies. ACCME accreditation assures our members that such activities provide them with information that can assist them in maintaining or improving their practice of medicine. In addition, the Foundation’s accredited activities are free of commercial bias and based on valid content.

The AAO-HNSF education program’s purpose is to improve healthcare provider competence through lifelong learning by identifying and addressing the educational needs which underlie practice gaps in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery. The Foundation meets this purpose through an extensive network of expert planner, faculty, and authors who develop quality, evidence-based, and practical professional education activities.
“Special recognition goes to John Osguthorpe, MD and Mark Wax, MD, who have served as the Education Steering Committee Coordinators through three ACCME reaccreditation cycles,” notes Mary Pat Cornett, CAE, CMP, Senior Director, Education and Meetings, with the Academy. “Through their leadership, the Foundation has been able to not only maintain its level of quality education but also to grow its education program through expansions into new learning formats and cutting edge content areas.”

As part of its strategic plan, the Foundation aspires to provide the otolaryngology knowledge base that supports better patient outcomes by providing information and education for physicians, physicians-in-training and allied health professionals. “Much of this is done through the accredited CME activities developed by the Foundation which makes this recent accreditation integral to the continuous improvement and evolution of our entire education program,” said Mark Wax, MD, chair of the Education Steering Committee of the Foundation.
 Reporters who wish to obtain more information should contact Mary Stewart at 1-703-535-3762, or newsroom@entnet.org. 
###
About the AAO-HNS
The American Academy of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery (www.entnet.org), one of the oldest medical associations in the nation, represents more than 11,000 physicians and allied health professionals who specialize in the diagnosis and treatment of disorders of the ears, nose, throat, and related structures of the head and neck. The Academy serves its members by facilitating the advancement of the science and art of medicine related to otolaryngology and by representing the specialty in governmental and socioeconomic issues. The organization's vision: "Empowering otolaryngologist-head and neck surgeons to deliver the best patient care."

















